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• DR CONGO (EAST): The first violation of the ceasefire reached in January between the armed 
groups and the Government takes place. 

• ISRAEL – PALESTINE: Israeli army intensifies its attacks in the West Bank and Gaza, causing in 
the latter a high number of civilian deaths. 

• SUDAN (DARFUR): A new offensive by the army backed by the janjaweed militias in West Darfur, 
causes the death of more than 100 people and the displacement of 20,000.

• TIMOR-LESTE: Tension in the country increases following the death of the rebel leader Alfredo 
Reinado in a simultaneous attack against the Prime Minister and the President, who was seriously 
injured.

• TURKEY – IRAQ (KURDISTAN): The Turkish army launches a military land operation against the 
PKK in northern Iraq, with an official death toll of 240 members of the armed group in a week.

• ZIMBABWE: The President sets the 29th of March as the day for the elections, increasing tensions 
with the main opposition party MDC, which declares that South African mediation efforts have failed.

• ARMENIA: The victory of the governmental candidate in the presidential elections is rejected by the 
opposition, in a context of post-electoral tension that has caused eight deaths and the declaration of 
the state of emergency. 

• BOLIVIA: Political polarisation increases following the mobilizations in favour of the new Constitution 
and the announcement by two eastern departments on the unilateral holding of referendums on 
autonomy. 

• CAMERUN: The mobilizations linked to the strike of the transport sector turn into demonstrations 
against the government, and the severe police repression causes more than 17 deaths in a week of 
clashes in the capital.

• CHAD: The government, with the military support of France, halts the insurgent offensive which had 
reached the capital, N’Djamena, and which threatened to overthrow it.

• ERITREA – ETHIOPIA: United Nations condemns Eritrea’s decision to block the exit of the 
UNMEE’s blue helmets towards Ethiopia.

• ISRAEL – LEBANON: Hezbollah’s leader declares an open war against Israel following the murder 
in Damasco of its armed branch special operations’ chair. 

• MYANMAR: The Military Junta announces the holding of a constitutional referendum in May and 
general elections in 2010, announcements criticised by the democratic opposition.

• NIGERIA (NIGER DELTA): The extradition from Angola of the MEND leader, Henry Okah, is 
considered as illegal by the armed group, which demands his immediate release.

• NIGER: The armed group MNJ announces its intention of launching a large scale attack against the 
uranium industry in the north and persists in its strategy of kidnappings.

• PAKISTAN: The opposition parties win the elections and reach a agreement to form a coalition 
government following the defeat of Musharraf in the polls.

• PAKISTAN (NORTHWEST): Taliban leader Baitullah Mehsud declares a ceasefire unilaterally.
• RUSSIA (CHECHNYA): Chechen security forces increase operations against the armed groups. 
• SERBIA-KOSOVO: Kosovan parliament unilaterally declares independence, considered illegal by 

Serbia and recognised by countries like the US, United Kingdom and Germany.
• THAILAND: The military junta, which perpetrated a coup d’etat in September 2006, ends its role 

after a new government took in its post. 
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